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Thank you to all first responders, front line and essential workers!

Together we will conquer!
www.shora.ca • facebook.com/sheridanhomelands • @shora_sauga

Join Neighbourhood Watch

President’s Message
THANK YOU for considering others and trying your best during the past year.

Beautiful professional results, reasonable prices

• Top quality painting services & materials
• Skilled & dedicated painters
• Commercial & residential, interior & exterior

• $5,000,000 liability insurance
• Full WSIB coverage
• 3 year written guarantee on paint & labour

Now offering 10% discounts for same day booking
Refer a friend & get $40 off both of your projects!
Please contact for a FREE estimate for interior/exterior painting & staining

647-821-4834 • adavies@studentworkspainting.com

I am so happy to see more neighbours as they walk with family and pets,
ride bikes, skate in the park, play outdoors, and chat from across driveways.
With many people working from home, our community seems busier and the
everyday details matter even more.
Our neighbourhood is sought after -- you’ll note the hot real estate market.
It’s a combination of things that make our community one of the best:
• Great schools
• Walking
• Trees and wildlife
• Cycling
• Parks
• Proximity to essential and local shops and services
• Libraries, recreation and community centres
• Arts & events (now on hold)
• Safer streets and minimal crime
• And most importantly, YOU, a considerate neighbour.
SHORA advocates for each of these things, knowing that they are important to
each of us.
Do you have an idea for our neighbourhood? Do you want to get involved or
help lead a project? SHORA relies on volunteers to deliver communications and
events, and to advocate for the community with all levels of government.
Thank you to everyone who has signed up to help with Neighbourhood
Watch (community@shora.ca), and to everyone who volunteered to build and
maintain our best skating rink yet.
Wishing you all strength, and eagerly awaiting the day that we can gather again.

Brandon Wiedemann
President@shora.ca

www.SHORA.ca • facebook.com/sheridanhomelands • @shora_sauga
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Now scheduling FREE estimates for

Window Cleaning • Eaves Cleaning
Gutter Guard Installation • Pressure Washing

647-542-3176 • mfranco@studentworks.com
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Editor Lina Tasca • editor@shora.ca
Sales Pieter Kool • pieter.jcz@gmail.com • 416-802-7689
Graphic Designers Gia Amedeo and Bashir Najjar
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DEADLINE for Ads and Articles for the Fall/Winter Issue: September 30, 2021
Please send articles in Word Document format (not pdf).

Details on page 11
Many thanks to our advertisers
who continue to support us during
this most unusual year!
Please support our advertisers
whenever possible.
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President
Vice-President
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Secretary

Directors
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Julianna Eddy
Pieter Kool

Leslie Leaver
James Johnston
Rene St. Cyr

Kathleen Jay		

Police Liaison

SHORA

Membership
SHORA membership dues are $15 per year
if paid through our automatic subscription
system, or $20 per year via cash,
PayPal or cheques.
To subscribe to the automatic renewal
membership service ($15 per year),
or to pay via PayPal ($20 per year),
please visit www.shora.ca.
Cheques ($20) should be made payable to
Sheridan Homelands Ratepayers’ Association
and mailed to P.O. Box 287, #6 – 2400 Dundas
St. W., Mississauga, ON L5K 2R8.
If you prefer to pay cash ($20), please contact
us at info@shora.ca to arrange pick-up.
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As the COVID-19 pandemic enters its second year, we remain in unprecedented and uncertain times. Over the past twelve months, we have had
to rethink the ways in which we interact with each other. We have adapted in how we conduct business, how we teach and learn, and in the ways
we remain connected to our families, loved ones and friends. The virus has challenged researchers and scientists around the world to develop,
manufacture and deliver a set of vaccines under extremely short time frames, and public health care systems are facing challenges of a scale not
seen since the times of the 1918 Spanish flu. While uncertainty remains, we have found a way forward, and we need to continue to act together
to defeat COVID-19 and its variants.
In the face of the pandemic, the Government of Canada launched the largest economic emergency response in our country’s history, with
targeted programs to support individuals, businesses and not-for-profit organizations. Over the course of the past year, these programs were
expanded and extended on the basis of input provided by Canadians across the country, including members of our community. The Prime
Minister has stated repeatedly that we will do whatever it takes, for as long as it takes, to ensure that Canadians remain financially supported.
At the same time, all of us – all levels of government, the private sector, non-governmental organizations and individuals – have a role to play
to ensure that we are in the best possible position to begin the recovery once the virus has been defeated.
The pandemic continues to have a profoundly negative impact on the health and economic position of vulnerable populations, here in Canada
and around the globe. Groups of people who are particularly affected include seniors, persons with pre-existing medical conditions, persons
with disabilities, women, Indigenous communities, refugees and front-line medical and service workers. It is truly remarkable and heartwarming
how many leaders in our community, from all walks of life, have come forward and have joined forces to support the most vulnerable among us.
To keep each other safe and healthy, all of us need to continue to adhere closely to public health guidelines and to stay up-to-date as Canada
goes through the vaccine rollout. This remains among the most important contributions we can make, along with steps to support each other
in coping with the impact of the pandemic on our mental wellness.
But the work does not stop with COVID-19. A number of urgent, parallel priorities require ongoing commitment and attention by government
and by Canadians, driven by the need to fight climate change; to reach the Sustainable Development Goals (Agenda 2030) and Net Zero 2050;
to protect our environment and oceans; to fight systemic racism, inequality and gender-based violence, and to ensure that nobody is left
behind as we join countries around the world in the quest to “build back better.” Homelessness and the urgent need for affordable housing,
better care for our seniors, pharmacare and childcare, and the development of greener, more efficient public transit systems rank among our
top priorities. There is much work to be done, and I look forward to hearing your views and ideas.

Sven Spengemann

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF MISSISSAUGA-LAKESHORE
The Government of Canada is taking action to support Canadians and
businesses facing hardship as a result of COVID-19. This includes:
• Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit (CRSB)
• Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB)
• Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB)

• Canada Emergency Business Account (CEBA)
• Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS)
• Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy (CERS)

For more information on Canada’s COVID-19 response, connect with
our office or visit canada.ca/coronavirus
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www.trilliumhealthpartners.ca
January 7, 2021
To the SHORA Board and Community Members
c/o Brandon Wiedemann, President, SHORA
Thank you for reaching out to share your support and concerns with us. We are committed to engaging with the
community as much as possible on this new health centre, and we will continue to find opportunities to share
and gather feedback.
In December 2019, Trillium Health Partners (THP) in partnership with Heart House Hospice (HHH) announced the
location of a new health centre that will improve access to long-term care (LTC) and hospice palliative care for the
people of Mississauga. Following this announcement, we held two open houses with the community, presented
at the SHORA AGM and met with local business owners in early 2020, where we received strong support for the
development, and also heard from residents on important issues. In July we also held a virtual town hall with
neighbours closest to the property.
On July 21, 2020, the Ontario government selected this development for the Accelerated Build Pilot Program
increasing the number of beds by 422, bringing the total to 632 beds and fast tracking construction of these two
LTC homes in Mississauga.
On September 1, the Ontario government further announced the filing of the Enhanced Minister Zoning Order
(EMZO), to support the construction of the long-term care project on Speakman Drive and address the urgent
need in this community to accommodate seniors in a safe and healthy setting.
On December 17, 2020, we announced that EllisDon was awarded with the construction management contract to
design and build these two new long-term care.
We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your letter that outlines the following specific concerns:
• Construction hours
In July 2020, when the Accelerated Pilot Build Program was announced, the government stated that
construction for approved projects could extend 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in order to expedite
building timelines and address community demand for Long-Term Care beds. We understand neighbours
are concerned about construction extending past 7pm and we have shared this with Infrastructure Ontario
and EllisDon. Currently, hours of work are scheduled from 7am to 7pm, Monday to Friday. If work needs to
be scheduled outside of these hours or on a weekend, we commit to providing sufficient notice of these
exceptions to the community.
• Access for construction vehicles
We have shared these concerns with our construction manager and they will make our best efforts to avoid
residential and school areas, however there may be limitations based on factors such as revolving shut
downs for water main replacements and sewer connections.
Access to the construction site is restricted to Speakman Drive, where two new access points (gates) have
been established to receive vehicles onto the property. These access points will be managed by full time
traffic control to ensure vehicles entering and leaving do not interfere with people driving, cycling or
walking on Speakman Drive.
Please note that the Region of Peel accesses their easement from Varency Drive and they may continue to
use this access from time to time.
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• Publicly shared studies of traffic and parking impact
A Traffic Impact Assessment and a Parking Utilization Study will be shared with the City of Mississauga as part
of the Site Plan submission. The assessments submitted to the City through this process can be accessed by
calling the City directly.
• Public study of sound, light, air pollution and shadow impact on the residences of Malden and Varency
An Acoustical Summary and Shadow Study will be submitted to the City through this process.
Specific studies on air pollution/air quality have not been requested by the City of Mississauga. During
construction, EllisDon will manage dust control utilizing measures such as street cleaning, mud mats at
entries, dust suppression, screens on dump trucks and stockpiles as required.
• Active transport and public transit
Decisions regarding public transit routes are made at the municipal level. Once the site plan is complete, we
will engage the City on community feedback regarding transit access to the health campus location and
entrances.
• Design in conjunction with the community
Throughout this process to date, we have received feedback about community integration that we have
incorporated to our design approach. In the coming months, there will be opportunities to provide feedback
throughout the process, however there will be some decisions that need to be made at government and
organizational levels in order to represent the broader needs of the community and Province. We will host a
virtual community town hall on January 21 at 7pm to share project updates (please click here for information).
Once we have more information, we will schedule another series of community engagement sessions to share
information, gather feedback from you to help shape the next phase of planning, and answer questions.
• City review of street parking on Thornlodge, Homelands, Pyramid, Varency, and Malden; consideration of
permit parking on these streets
Street parking and permits are overseen by the municipality and we will continue to share your feedback on
this with the City.
• Public study of this “Accelerated Build Pilot Program”
We will share this feedback with Infrastructure Ontario and the Ministry of Long Term Care and THP will
participate should a public study be initiated.
Maintaining our relationship with the community is important to us. If you have any additional questions, concerns
or suggestions please send an email to Shawn Kerr, Vice President, Corporate Strategy & Communications, at
shawn.kerr@thp.ca. In the meantime, you can also visit our website at thp.ca.
Sincerely,

Michelle DiEmanuele
President & CEO, Trillium Health Partners
Cc: Councillor Karen Ras, Ward 2 City of Mississauga
Cc: Rudy Cuzzetto, MPP Mississauga-Lakeshore
Cc: Shawn Kerr, Vice President, Corporate Strategy & Communications

Credit Valley Hospital
2200 Eglinton Avenue West
Mississauga ON L5M 2N1
T: (905) 813-2200

Mississauga Hospital
100 Queensway West
Mississauga ON L5B 1B8
T: (905) 848-7100

Queensway Health Centre
150 Sherway Drive
Toronto ON M9C 1A5
T: (416) 259-6671
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An Historic Budget for Peel Region
By Rudy Cuzzetto
We are also building a new inpatient wing at Peel Memorial
Hospital, in partnership with the William Osler Health System,
and investing nearly $10 million to expand the Community
Paramedicine Program throughout Peel Region. This important
initiative will help more local seniors stay safe while living in the
comfort of their own homes.
Our public health measures have saved many lives, but we
recognize that they have also come at a great cost to many
workers, families, and small business owners. We are taking steps
to provide additional relief and support, including:
• a 20% top up for the Childcare Access and Relief from Expenses
tax credit for 2021,
• a third round of direct payments to parents (up to $500 per
child),
• a new Ontario Jobs Training Tax Credit (up to $2,000 per
recipient), and,
• a second round of Ontario Small Business Support Grants (up to
$20,000 per business).

The COVID-19 pandemic will soon be behind us. Thanks to the
hard work and sacrifice of all Ontarians, this day is now months –
not years – away. And I know that when the time comes, this same
Ontario spirit will help unleash growth unlike anything we have
seen before in the province.
The 2021 Ontario Budget, introduced by Minister of Finance
Peter Bethlenfalvy on March 24, includes a $51 billion Action Plan
to defeat COVID-19, and to provide support and relief to those
who need it most. It also includes truly historic – and long overdue
– investments for Mississauga-Lakeshore, and for the entire
Region of Peel.
Our $30 billion, 10-year hospital infrastructure expansion and
renewal plan includes the complete rebuilding of the Mississauga
Hospital, and the addition of an inpatient care tower at the
Queensway Health Centre in Etobicoke. These projects, which will
increase our hospital capacity and address urgent growth needs,
will begin construction this year, in 2021-22.
Our $2.6 billion, 4-year plan to build new long-term care beds
includes the construction of 420 new beds and 220 upgraded
beds at Sheridan Park here in Mississauga, in partnership
with Trillium Health Partners. This project also includes the first
residential hospice in Mississauga, in partnership with Heart
House Hospice. Both will be ready for residents next year, in 2022.
We are also building 30,000 new long-term care beds across the
province. To support this expansion, and to increase the average
direct care to four hours per day, we are investing $4.9 billion,
and hiring more than 27,000 new positions, including personal
support workers and nurses.
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At this time, our top priority is getting vaccines in arms. We have
made over $1 billion available for a provincewide vaccination
plan, including safe, accessible transportation for seniors and
persons with disabilities to get to their vaccination appointments.
However, until all Ontarians can receive the COVID-19 vaccine,
following public health measures continues to be our best defense
against this virus. The actions we take now can protect our loved
ones, and our community.
You can follow the progress of Ontario’s vaccination program,
and all the latest updates on the pandemic in Ontario, at
covid-19.ontario.ca. More information on the latest provincial
news, programs, and services that impact our community is
available at cuzzetto.com. And as always, my staff and I are here
to assist you.
Rudy Cuzzetto, MPP
Mississauga-Lakeshore

RUDY
CUZZETTO
MPP Mississauga-Lakeshore

PLEASE DO YOUR PART,

STAY APART
For information, visit: covid-19.ontario.ca
rudy.cuzzetto@pc.ola.org

www.cuzzetto.com
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Retirement Living

new

More Traffic Calming Improvements
Coming to Sheridan Homelands

By Councillor Karen Ras
It has been a few years since I wrote on article for Sheridan Times
on local traffic calming so I will take this opportunity to provide
an update.
Back in 2016, the neighbourhood and City staff undertook the
first neighbourhood traffic calming program in Mississauga.

Spring is in the air at Erinview!
Explore bright and airy suites at the brand new Erinview!
Erinview Retirement Residence is equipped with everything you’ll need
to live an independent, socially active life – with extra support and care
just steps away when you need it.
Enjoy housekeeping, three healthy meals daily, and social and
recreational activities designed to enrich your mind, body and spirit.

Insurance & Financial Services Inc.
People you trust ~ Insurance that works!

SUITES ARE
GOING FAST!
Book your
virtual tour

905.823.6700
Erinview.Sifton.com

Since that time, the City has progressed with expansion of traffic
calming measures and has adopted Vision Zero. In May 2019, City
Council approved the Transportation Master Plan (TMP) which
outlines a vision, six goals and over 90 action items to guide the
future of the City’s transportation system from today to 2041.
The City of Mississauga continues to implement physical traffic
calming measures in order to address local neighbourhood road
safety issues in Mississauga with a focus around school zones.
Through an extensive review process, roadways are identified to
receive physical traffic calming measures.
Traffic calming measures used alone or in various combinations
can be effective in reducing motor vehicle speeds, decreasing
traffic volumes and/or alleviating conflicts between street users,
depending on their location and intended purpose.

I would like to thank SHORA and the many residents who have
provided valuable feedback over the years on this issue so we can
all make our roads safer.

How to Get
Involved with

Neighbourhood Watch
By Gerald Adad

City staff reviewed the results of traffic calming along Thorn Lodge
Drive and Homelands Drive that was implemented a few years
ago and based on recent speed studies, have determined that
traffic calming can be improved with additional speed cushion
locations in Sheridan Homelands, especially around schools.

Ever heard of Safe City Mississauga’s Neighbourhood Watch
program? People often see the signs in neighbourhoods, or have even
previously lived in communities with Neighbourhood Watch. Here is
some information on how it works in Mississauga. The program is a
great way for neighbours to bond, learn about community crime
and safety, and build a stronger, more vibrant community!

Fifth Line is also under review for speed cushions to complete the
neighbourhood traffic calming project.

The program works by mobilizing and organizing neighbours to work
together to prevent crime in their community. By getting to know each
other and working together, it becomes easier to report suspicious
activity to the police. The goal is to make neighbourhoods more
proactive in preventing crime. Additionally, all Watch members receive
crime prevention and safety education from Safe City Mississauga
and Peel Regional Police. All Watches receive a free Crime Prevention
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) audit, to provide the
neighbourhood with tips on removing vulnerabilities in the area, and
regular updates on crime reported in the neighbourhood!

Also part of the Vision Zero program, is implementation of the
Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit Project. This project will reduce
speed limits to 40 km/hr within more than 130 neighbourhoods
citywide by the end of the year. More than 200 neighbourhood
school zones will have a reduced speed limit of 30 km/h, and
school area community safety zones will be implemented on all
City roadways for all school zones.
Starting in 2021, the city will move forward with Automated
Speed Enforcement (ASE) in Community Safety Zones. How will
it work? When a vehicle exceeds the posted speed limit in an
ASE area, the ASE system captures an image. Then a provincial
offences officer reviews the image and issues a ticket. The ticket,
including a digital copy of the image and an enlargement of the
license plate, is mailed to the registered plate holder within 30
days of the offence.
Tickets are issued to the owner of the vehicle regardless of who
was driving. No demerit points will be issued and the registered
owner’s driving record will not be impacted. Other jurisdictions
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have had great success reducing speeding when these measures
are in place. There will be plenty of advance notice in areas that
will have the devices and all ASE sites will be marked with clear
signage before the cameras are installed – and while they are in
operation.

Upon completion of the Neighbourhood Watch registration and
activation process, Neighbourhood Watch members will be given access
to the brand new, Safe City Mississauga Crime Prevention Management
System (CPMS). On the CPMS, Neighbourhood Watch members will be
able to find dynamic and virtual crime prevention educational content,
a unique communication platform to alert neighbours of criminal and
suspicious activity, access to webinars and surveys. This new virtual
platform will be the core of a successful Neighbourhood Watch!

The Sheridan Homelands community is currently activating
Neighbourhood Watches all across the area! If you are
interested in joining one of the many Watches currently being
activated, or would like to activate one of your own,
please reach out to Safe City Mississauga at
nsm@safecitymississauga.on.ca for further information!
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When fond memories of
“community” lure you home!

Located In Mississauga - Serving Oakville, GTA and Muskoka

Our neighbourhood is changing and we’re experiencing
significant transformation. As residents, we’re actually
encouraged by the number of renovations and new home
builds in the area. That tells us that the vibrancy of our
neighbourhood continues to be a significant motivator for
people who want to be a part of this community.

We are Johnny and Theresa Verdile, owners of Forest Lane
Interiors Inc., specializing in residential and commercial
interior design and contracting.
We purchased our quaint 1970’s backsplit in Sheridan
Homelands 12 years ago from my late grandparents,
the original property owners. We decided to buy my
grandparents “fixer upper” as it had many memories and
sentimental charm which we just couldn’t buy in any new
home build. We always loved the area, felt safe, and were
excited to put our design and renovation skills to the test as
we embarked on our own renovation project.
Growing up as a little girl, I had spent a lot of time visiting
my grandparents. I felt connected to the community and
frequently attended church with them at St. Francis of Assisi.
My grandparents were active members of the community,
and for many years they helped with the operation of the
St. Vincent DePaul donations program. I can recall their
basement bustling with a steady stream of people dropping
off donations in support of local families who were in need
of things, money or food.
To them, volunteering their time by helping others was
gratifying and fostered a sense of community spirit amongst
friends and neighbours. Feeling a sense of community and
being part of the community is equally important to us and
we believe that today, our community’s spirit continues to
be alive and well.
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Given COVID-19 and the Province-wide lockdowns,
many people are now taking stock of their single largest
investment. They are re-evaluating their home and giving
thoughtful consideration to their living space. Consideration
for issues such as working-from-home, online learning
spaces, in-home gyms, segregated play areas etc. are
becoming significant factors during these unprecedented
times as our families are confined at home.
There are so many things to consider as we formulate our
“new normal”. For many, the idea of home improvements
or new home builds is becoming a top priority, but it is also
creating some additional stress as many are overwhelmed
and unsure of where to start.
Forest Lane Interiors can relieve you of that stress, as we
specialize in quality full-service design. We will take you
through the stages; idea creation to completion of the
project using qualified professionals. We have been in
business for over 25 years and continue to meet or surpass
our clients’ expectations. We will work with you to ensure
that your dreams and family’s needs are met. From whole
home renovations, kitchens, bathrooms, basement, new
builds and additions, we have the “in house” knowledge
and expertise to meet your project needs. It would be
our pleasure to discuss with you how you can obtain
a preliminary “no hassle” design, build consultation by
contacting us at forestlaneint@gmail.com or 416.451.7358
We look forward to designing your dreams into reality!

416.451.7358
forestlaneint@gmail.com
www.ForestLaneInteriors.ca

design

forestlaneint@gmail.com

build

416.451.7358

renovate

www.forestlaneinteriors.ca

By Matthew Wilkinson
Historian, Heritage Mississauga
www.heritagemississauga.com
905-828-8411

Grin and Bear It!

Apparently we used to have a thing for bears. Just picture
it, a full-grown black bear wandering down Dundas Street,
near what is today Erin Mills Parkway. Seems a fanciful, even
humorous, story that perhaps belongs to our very distant
past. But such was the story not so long ago. And not just
one bear, but four, and at different times with different
stories.
Our earliest reference to a tame bear in the Erindale area
comes from the 1820s and the son of the first minister of
St. Peter’s Anglican Church. Reverend James Magrath’s son,
Thomas, had found a female bear cub, and he brought
her home. Apparently Thomas raised the bear as a pet,
calling her Mocaunse (pronounced Maa-koons), which was
an Ojibwa word for “young bear”. Mocaunse reportedly
followed Thomas around, and often kept up pace with his
horse. Thomas stated: “She runs about the house like a dog,
and is invited to the drawing-room, when any visitor arrives
who wishes to make her acquaintance.”

One of the Magrath family’s neighbours even complained
that the bear followed the family to St. Peter’s Church on
Sundays — and played with the children in the Credit River
after the service. The reference to Mocaunse comes from the
Magrath family themselves, in letters that they wrote, but
unfortunately, we do not know what became of Mocaunse.
Many years later, three other bears would become popular
in the Erindale area. The first was Jimmie the Bear. My
grandfather, Delmar Barker, operated the general store
in Erindale, and in 1937 he became the owner of a black
bear cub who had been found in Northern Ontario after
its mother had died. Delmar kept Jimmie in a large cage
beside the store. Jimmie was not only friendly, but he
became quite the draw in Erindale as people came from
far and wide to see Jimmie. But of course, Jimmie did not
stay small. By 1941, Jimmie was apparently over 6 feet tall
when he stood up and weighed over 350 pounds. Jimmie

particularly liked strangers who brought him treats, and he
was quite affectionate. His favourite treat was peanuts, but
was also very fond of fruit and candy – Jimmie reportedly
had a sweet tooth. For many years Jimmie was quite content,
although when he fancied, he would get out of his cage
and go for a walk along the Credit River. Delmar’s truck with
Jimmie sitting in the front passenger seat became a familiar
sight in the village as Delmar often had to go find Jimmie
and bring him home. In 1942, determining that Jimmie
could no longer stay in the village and needed space to
roam, Delmar gave him to a cottager from Huntsville. We
do not know the story of Jimmie after that. The old Erindale
General Store, where Jimmie lived for a short time, is now
B.F. O’Neill’s Vacuum Centre on Dundas Street.

Master Bear was a smaller black bear, who was also a bit of
an escape artist – albeit a friendly one. He was said to enjoy
wandering, often down Dundas Street towards Erindale
Village, where he would be treated to ice cream at the
general store – ice cream being his favourite treat. Master
Bear would play with children at Miles’ Park Farm, roll around
in the grass, and loved to eat as much ice cream as possible.
He reportedly even broke into the refreshment stand one
evening to gorge himself on ice cream. Bruno and Master
Bear remained at Miles’ Park Farm until it closed in the early
1950s.

Also in the late 1930s until 1951, Erindale was home to
two other bears – both connected to Miles’ Park Farm – a
small zoo just to the west of the village, near where modern
Brookmede Park is today. The bears were called “Bruno”
and “Master Bear”, and both were mild and tame, and were
favourites with children. Bruno was a brown bear and is said
to have loved soda pop, but also received plenty of milk.
Bruno also loved to drink out of the water fountain.

Arthur W. Miles, a Toronto undertaker, established a private
zoo in Mimico, beginning in 1912. Due to pressure from
Mimico council, he purchased a 200-acre property on
Dundas Street, just west of Erindale, in 1935. The next year,
he closed the zoo in Mimico and Miles’ Park Farm in Erindale
opened. By 1938, Miles’ Park Farm (sometimes referred to
as Miles Farm Park) had become one of the most popular
recreational and social destinations in historic Mississauga.
The park animals delighted many visitors, and included
llamas, donkeys (favourites were named Jenny and Dolly),
bears (namely Bruno and Master Bear), peacocks, two
camels, and monkeys. But by far the most popular tenant at
the farm was Tootsie the elephant. Tootsie originally came
from Burma, and was very tame. Sadly, fire struck Miles’ Park
Farm on Sunday, February 14, 1943, and 70 animals were
lost, including Tootsie.

But that brings us to Miles’ Park Farm itself, which was a wellloved, if relatively short lived, part of our local history.

Miles’ Park Farm continued to operate until 1951-52 (exact
date of closure is uncertain). Due to declining health, A.W.
Miles retired and the remaining animals were given to other
zoos. Arthur W. Miles passed away on June 18, 1956, and
an article in the Port Credit Weekly on June 21, 1956 fondly
recalled Miles’ Park Farm. His estate sold the former zoo
property to Erin Mills Development in 1958.
Dunwin Drive, as it runs north off of Dundas Street, follows
part of the laneway that led to Miles’ Park Farm.
Close up of
Jimmie the Bear

Colonel W Barker Family Reunion, Miles Park Farm, 1938 - Note Jimmie the Bear at front right.
14

Heritage Mississauga
www.heritagemississauga.com
905-828-8411
Bruno the Bear, Miles Park Farm, 1935
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The Dog Park: Can we make it better?
By
ByDr.
Dr.Jacqueline
JacquelineStarink,
Starink,DVM,
DVM,Erin
ErinMills
MillsPet
PetHospital
Hospital

To dog owners, nothing is quite so alluring, or intimidating,
as “The Leash-Free” or “The Dog Park”. It sounds so innocent
and care-free, and you head there with the thought of a fun
outing for your dog, maybe even with the bonus of meeting
other families who share your love of dogs! Your hope for a
safe place to take your dog for some time off leash, and time
to be social with the other canines, seems reasonable. So why
does this not always play out? And why the nagging doubt?
Not so long ago, there seemed to be more options for some
open space without needing to leave the city. In my youth I
used to ride my bike along Ford Drive to a riding stable where
now there is constant heavy traffic and an ever-expanding
strip mall (because we can’t have too many of those). It was so
great, but now long gone. Large fenced-in spaces are needed
now more than ever to allow some dogs freedom beyond the
confines of the backyard.
Consider how these spaces could work better for you and
your canine companion:

Every year at our pet hospital we have dog bites that need
suturing from a traumatic event at the dog park. Un-neutered
young male dogs are often the victims of aggression. Young
dogs who are attacked are often left with a life-long fear
and a changed personality because of an encounter with an
aggressive dog. The families involved are often traumatized
as well; it is shocking and upsetting. Injuries can also happen
during rough play that is not necessarily aggressive, but the
“big dog—little dog” scenario can have serious consequences
for the little-dog.
Help keep the park a source of fun by investing in proper
training (I have never met an over-trained dog); know when
to give it a miss (listen to your little voice and know when not
to take chances), and make sure your dog is in a safe situation
(because no one needs more medical bills). Dogs can learn
aggression from other dogs and avoiding it in the first place
is so very important. Your dog(s) are relying on you and your
common sense, and that can make the world of difference on
how you enjoy your time at the park!

1) Don’t even think about a leash-free situation if you
can’t successfully recall your dog.
2) It’s your responsibility to keep your aggressive dog
(and you know who you are) out of the leash free area.
Not everyone has a “right” to that space, and your
aggressive dog does not belong there.
3) Your fearful dog will not become more confident
by being left to its own devices in a group (read pack)
of boisterous and confident dogs. Not every personality
can cope with it.
4) Dogs will not “work things out” amongst themselves;
if you have controlled everything your dog has ever
done, don’t assume they will be able to make the right
decisions in a pack environment;
5) Never allow a small dog in a group of large dogs. Return
later when things are quieter.
6) Keep your dog vaccinated and dewormed. We don’t
appreciate your dog pooping parasite eggs and
spreading Kennel Cough where everyone is playing.
7) Pay attention to your dog at all times! Nothing is more
frustrating than “that owner” who is not paying any
attention while their dog is driving everyone else crazy.
8) Take care of this shared area and help keep it safe for
everyone to enjoy. If you spot a hazard throw it out!
16
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Earth-Friendly Fashion:
U of T Mississauga Alumna Avneet Ghotra Startup Turns Food Waste Into Wearables
Written by Sharon Aschaiek
There may come a time when the next blouse or pair of gym
shorts you buy is made of banana peels, rotten tomatoes, coffee
grounds or mouldy bread.
It’s not as strange as it sounds. In fact, the future of fashion depends
on the use of biodegradable and carbon-neutral materials, says
Avneet Ghotra (BSc 2018), an alumna of the University of Toronto
Mississauga who specialized in environmental science and
biochemistry.
She is putting that notion to the test with ALT TEX, a startup
she co-founded in 2019 with her best friend, Myra Arshad, who
studied business at York University. Currently part of the Scale Up
program at U of T Mississauga’s ICUBE business incubator, ALT TEX
was recently awarded a grant of $30,000 from the Lo Family Social
Venture Fund.
“We are in a space involving intensive research and development,
and that requires a lot of investment, so we are really grateful for
this support,” Ghotra says.
A chief problem in today’s fashion industry, she adds, is that most
textiles are blended with synthetic and non-renewable fibre
polyester, rendering them unrecyclable. Steering away from the
use of fossil fuels, decomposable bioplastics have emerged in
recent years, which are being used for food packaging, medical
implants and 3D printing.
Decomposable bioplastics are typically made from cornstock,
but Ghotra doesn’t want to compete with a crop already used
for feedstock, human consumption and alternative fuel. Plus,
she notes, there’s no need to plant more corn when there is an
existing supply of unused post-industrial food waste – from
growers, producers and retailers – containing the same biological
building blocks for their bioplastic.

ALT TEX co-founder Avneet
Ghotra, pictured here says the
future of fashion depends on
the use of biodegradable and
carbon-neutral materials. Photo
courtesy of Avneet Ghotra
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UofT Mississauga alumna Avneet Ghotra co-founded ALT TEX,
a startup that is developing a clothing fabric made from unused
industrial food waste. Photo by Myra Arshad
Ghotra and Arshad have been conducting lab experiments,
starting with discarded apples, to create a polyester-replacement
fabric that is strong, durable, decomposable and cost-effective.
They are also working to build partnerships with farmers and
juiceries to access their waste. Such efforts, if successful, promise
to divert significant amounts of organic waste – which emits the
greenhouse gas methane – from landfills, while enabling the
fashion industry to be more sustainable.
ALT TEX is one of three ICUBE-affiliated companies that received
grants from the Lo Family Social Venture Fund. The fund champions
U of T students or recent graduates with ideas for promising social
enterprises that could have a global impact.
The three startups are among several that are nurtured each year
by ICUBE, an entrepreneurship hub at U of T Mississauga. ICUBE
is a centre for exploring new business ideas and supporting
students and community members with early-stage enterprises.
Workshops, mentorship, a co-working space, special events
and connections to funding opportunities are among ICUBE’s
core offerings. The recently introduced ICUBE Studio helps
U of T-based startups in the accelerator network access graphic
design, marketing and software development help from talented
U of T Mississauga students, who gain work-integrated learning
experience.
“ICUBE has been a huge catalyst in terms of helping us understand
the areas of our business that need attention, instilling confidence
in our idea, helping us understand the patent process and how
to access investment,” Ghotra says. “It’s pushing us forward and
exposing us to more opportunities.”
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Put the Spring Back into your Step This Season
It’s Time to Get Out of the Chair
By Lynda McClatchie, PT, MSc, CertMDT
Winter can be long and dark and cold, and likely this winter
has seemed even longer than normal since we have truly
had nowhere to go! But with spring comes ice-free pathways
and longer days, so it can be easier to get out of our chairs
and move around. If you’ve spent the winter with Netflix,
here are some ideas to get yourself moving again… after all,
they do say that motion is lotion for your body.
As the weather gets better, get out the rake and plant some
new grass seed -- all of your yard maintenance doesn’t have
to be done at once, but even 15 minutes a day adds up to
a beautiful space over time. You can wash some windows,
sweep out the garage, paint the patio furniture -- all of this
activity will make your muscles and joints happy.
Spring is a great time to plant a garden and grow some
vegetables and herbs, and watch things flourish through
the summer. You can research and plan for flowers and
plants that bloom with staggered times through the spring
and summer, so your yard always has some brightness
through the seasons.
You can walk a new pathway, or hike through the forest. Go
to the beach and walk on the sand. Why not try to make a

point of going somewhere in your city where you’ve never
been once a week?
If you prefer the great indoors, there are so many activities
to try that don’t involve a chair. You could use the Duolingo
app and start to learn a new language -- but make it a
practice to do your daily lesson standing up! Try a jigsaw
puzzle, or fix something around the house. Paint an accent
wall in your house a bright colour.
There are hundreds of videos available on YouTube for
all activities and movements: do you have an interest in
learning some hip-hop dance moves? What about trying
some yoga? Do you have a few light weights or exercise
bands lying around that you don’t know how to use?
There will be videos for all of these, and likely beginner,
intermediate or advanced options, so just pick one and
start!
As we move into spring, it’s time to create some new habits
and explore things that interest you. Shake out winter’s
cobwebs and keep yourself active -- your body will thank
you for it!

By Terry Cappon
After reading the request for future libraries in a past newsletter I thought it would be a great “covid” project for Dan and Lucas.
Lucas is a grade 10 student at Erindale and this was a great opportunity to delve into a hands-on construction project, learning
from his dad. We live on Misener which is close to the existing libraries and we recognize how well used they are, and the benefits
for both adults and children.

Thank you from SHORA to
Dan, Terry and Lucas Cappon for
creating and constructing the new
Little Library, and to Robbie Saunders
for her artistic, whimsical design and
for painting the Little Library.
The location of this new Little Library
will be announced at a later date.
Left - Robbie Saunders, Right - Dan, Terry and Lucas Cappon
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Wildflower Propagation

By Janice Hutchinson

Spring comes with its rush of sense-beguiling changes -- the
smell of earth and rain, the sounds of birds, the sight of flowers.
A tramp through the woods reveals delightful colours and shapes
emerging. The greatest delight is when they are native blooms
and not invasive. Several years ago, I found myself volunteering
to plant some of those wildflowers in Rattray Marsh. Wild Ginger,
Geranium, Red Baneberry, Jack-in-the-Pulpit were just a few. This
was a project that worked to balance the eradication of invasive
species by replanting an area with those native species that may
have been forced out.
I was still fairly new to volunteering and this was a new group but
I was taking it all in. They hauled tables to the path and some folk
filled Styrofoam trays full of soil and planted seeds of native species
that would be taken back to grow. It was all very fascinating, this
assembly line of nature. I looked in the years following but saw
nothing. Perhaps it fizzled out. Turns out it hadn’t. Volunteers
were still walking the woods and gathering native seeds. Others
were planting those seeds and the newly established plants were
being planted in parks such as Riverwood, Erindale and Rattray
Marsh among others. It was only in the fall of 2019 that I saw
another opportunity to join the wildflower propagation team.
I became a ‘foster mom’.

Choosing Foster Plants
through laminated
info sheets

Tray with wee
seedlings

Another morning was spent in the marsh down a path I rarely
walked, planting a whole host of native wildflowers, some I had
never heard of -- Zigzag Goldenrod, Joe Pye Weed. Snakeroot,
and the well- known milkweed. Once we had the small hillside
nicely planted, we took a small break and then began preparing
the seed beds. Trays of Styrofoam with 72 tapered holes with a
hole at the bottom for good drainage. We filled the holes with soil,
tamped it down with pegs of wood made just for the occasion.
Little bags of seed were passed around with information sheets
on the plants they would grow into. Some plants take a couple
years before they are ready to plant back into the marsh, some as
long as three years. This was no small undertaking!
As a new ‘mom’ I chose a one-year commitment. It involved only
one summer of watering. I chose Enchanter’s Nightshade, a small
plant I had never heard of, but now see everywhere! The small
teeny seeds with edges like Velcro were carefully planted, covered
with soil, then sand. We spent a year together. I was entranced
by the first shoots, watching each plant grow. We were cautioned
that often only a third of a tray actually makes it. I had amazing
success -- 80 wee plants. Sadly, the plants were pandemic victims.
I transplanted them in larger pots when we were unable to gather
to plant in the marsh. They didn’t make it. I gathered the seeds
from the first plants so I shall plant those and await a time to try
again.
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Newly planted
hill with variety
of plants

Enchanter’s
Nightshade
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2402 Thorn Lodge Drive, 1957-2020
By Mara (Meleski) King
Nestled in amongst mature birch trees and towering white pines,
sits a modest mid-century side-split, one of the “originals” to the
Sheridan Homelands. This is the place where my parents, Merv
and Marg Meleski, set down deep roots and where my family
remained firmly planted for more than sixty years.
Married in 1955, my parents wasted no time looking for a property
to build their home and raise a family. Their search led them to a
new development with building lots for sale, west of the village
of Erindale, just off Dundas Street. They were immediately taken
with a 100’ by 200’ lot backing onto a wooded creek with a rear
southern exposure. In 1957, for the sum of four thousand dollars,
they purchased “Lot No. 9, of Plan No. 469, registered in the County
of Peel” and, as they say, the rest is history.
Mom and Dad favoured a contemporary style of architecture that
was very popular at the time and hired an architect to design their
dream home. The modern layout was attractive and functional
with large, open and airy interior spaces, high ceilings, a gently
sloping roofline and a wide expanse of windows that would face
south onto the wooded ravine at the back of the property.

to supervise and assist with construction. By late 1959, the interior
finishes were completed and in early 1960, my parents moved
into their brand new 3-bedroom house, complete with stylish
mid-century modern furnishings.
Two years later, I arrived on the scene and my brother, Matthew,
two years after that. Dad continued to commute into Toronto
each day and just as many mothers of that era, Mom skillfully took
on the role of homemaker. Our childhood was full of adventure.
We explored the creek and woods and roamed the surrounding
fields and meadows lush with apple trees and grape vines. I
remember running with the gaggle of neighbourhood kids
starting immediately after breakfast and into the evening until
the street lights came on, only to start up again the following day.
There were no fences dividing properties and we would freely run
from one friend’s house to another, playing tag and kick-the-can
and riding our bikes up and down the road for hours.

The next two years were fast-paced and exciting as building
permits were secured, a well was drilled, a septic system installed
and construction commenced. Dad, being a “hands-on” kind of
guy, would drive from Toronto in the evenings and every weekend

With Dad, April 1964

Nearing completion, 1959
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With friend Jill Harris
and brother Matthew,
Spring 1965

Early on, Mom and Dad began transplanting trees onto the
property. Most, if not all, that still stand today, came as saplings
from “up north” or were moved from areas slated for development
at the time. Landscaping and garden beds would follow, often filled
with native shrubs and transplanted wildflowers. Like many of the
homeowners in the neighbourhood, we had a huge vegetable
garden in the backyard. Friendly “largest tomato” competitions
were a thing as was trying to share your overzealous crops of
zucchini, squash and potatoes with neighbours who were trying
to unload their surplus, as well. I fondly recall a strong sense of
community, where we knew who lived in every house, looked out
for one another and happily pitched in to help whenever needed.

The Meleski’s, Summer 1991

With Mom and
baby Matthew,
Summer 1965

In 1967, just as I turned five years old, construction of the
subdivision was well underway all around us. My little world was
growing exponentially. Sheridan Park Public School had been
built just as I entered kindergarten. It was there that many new
friendships were made with kids who lived in the brand-new
houses throughout the Sheridan Homelands. Many mothers
volunteered in classrooms and with school events, my mom
being one of them, until she re-joined the workforce in the mid70s. I would eventually attend Homelands Senior Public School
and graduate from Erindale Secondary School in 1981, all three
schools being within walking distance of our house.
Thanks to a very dedicated and hard-working group of parents,
my father included, for many girls and boys a highlight of growing
up in the Homelands was playing in the Sheridan Baseball
Association League in the 1970s. At that time, there were two ball
diamonds in Thornlodge Park that were heavily used throughout
the spring and summer for practices and games. Through the
years, I played on several house league softball teams and
also for the Sheridan “All-Stars” in my teen years, competing in
tournaments on weekends in many communities throughout
Mississauga.
The 1980s were a time of change for my parents as my brother
and I moved away to attend university. Faced with an empty
nest, they added a 16’ x 30’ rental apartment onto the back of the
house tucked in behind the garage, fitting seamlessly with the
design of the house. Many tenants lived in the apartment over
the next 30+ years, some of whom remain good family friends to
this day. Retirement was close at hand, but it was at this time that
my parents seemed busier than ever. Volunteering with several
organizations, planning fundraisers and championing many
causes kept Mom and Dad very involved in the community well
into the following decades.

Today, we are familiar with the terms “green belt” and
“naturalization”. The Sheridan Homelands is fortunate to have
beautiful green spaces where mature trees and native plants and
animal species are protected for all to enjoy. This wasn’t always
the case as excessive lawn spraying and mowing and creek
erosion threatened to shrink parkland in the 90s, specifically the
Loyalist Creek section of Thornlodge Park. My mother and several
concerned residents questioned these practices and formed
steering committees to work with city officials to restore the creek
and surrounding woodlot. Mom also served on the SHORA Board
of Directors, wrote articles for this very publication and continued
to do her part to make the Homelands a great place to live for
generations to come.
In my father’s later years, he would fondly reminisce about his
time on Thorn Lodge Drive and how satisfying it had been to
build a good life for his family there. To welcome grandchildren
and know that they too loved to visit and explore the woods and
neighbourhood meant the world to him. I am so thankful for my
parents’ efforts and the legacy they leave. Thank you to the many
dear friends and neighbours, both past and present, who, over six
decades, showed us all great kindness, support and generosity. It
has been a pleasure and a privilege. The Sheridan Homelands will
always be an indelible and lasting part of my family’s story and for
that I will be forever grateful.

With my daughter Kelly, December 2020
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Healing Through Nature at
The Riverwood Conservancy

Great park, great neighbourhood

Windstorm Fort
By Jane Venner

By Sandra Zadkovic, Director of Development and Communications at Riverwood
Nature has played an essential role for our community wellbeing over the last year. Since the Covid-19 pandemic began, the
outdoors has provided a safer option for recreation and social
connections. People of all ages and abilities are discovering the
joys of nature, many for the first time. Hobbies like birdwatching,
biking, and gardening are more popular than ever.
At Riverwood, we’ve had more than double the number of visitors
since last year. Often referred to as a “hidden gem” in Mississauga,
Riverwood is hidden no more!
As a condo-dwelling mom with an active preschooler, visits to
Riverwood were a lifeline when child care and family gatherings
were not an option. It was a place where I could bring my son
to learn, explore and simply experience all the richness of nature.
We used our imaginations to solve mysteries by following animal
tracks on the trails; talked about where our food comes from
while watching anglers during the salmon run and exploring the
food garden; and observed all the beautiful shapes and colours of
Riverwood’s public gardens.
Conversations with our visiting community members have taught
us that Riverwood has been a treasured place of respite and
healing for many in our community during the past year. Program
participants – both online and in person – have benefitted from
learning and healing through our nature-based education and
wellness offerings. Park visitors of all ages and abilities come to
watch and listen to wild birds, get active on the trails, and enjoy a
few peaceful moments in the garden.
Overwhelmingly, research shows that nature connections are
shown to significantly reduce feelings of isolation and support
overall health and wellbeing – proving what many of us have felt
viscerally. Connecting with nature is a core human need and an
essential part of healthy and thriving community life we simply
cannot do without.

We all experienced the tremendous windstorm in Sheridan
Homelands on Sunday, November 15th 2020. A huge branch
broke off a maple tree in Thornlodge Park. The Mississauga
Parks Dept. came and cut up all the branches to be picked up
the next day. But, in the meantime, some creative kids made
the best of the carnage and built a fort.
TRC Garden participants
harvesting veggies
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Awesome kids…well done!
Discovering the shores
of the Credit River

Mississauga Symphony

Book Sale

Our vision at The Riverwood Conservancy is a community that lives
in harmony with nature. The realities of Covid-19 have, in some
ways, brought us closer to this vision. But as we continue to grow
our relationship with nature, it is important to do so respectfully
and sustainably. Increased humans’ activity can negatively impact
delicate ecosystems. So, the next time you’re out in nature, please
remember the following critical guidelines:
• Don’t litter!
• Stay on Designated Trails. Veering off trail impacts sensitive
ecosystems.
• Keep All Dogs on a Leash. Off-leash dogs of all sizes can be
harmful to sensitive ecosystems and make trails less accessible
and safe for other users.
• Respect social distancing. Step to the side and let others pass if
needed.

TRC Nature Babies Program, Fall 2020

Like many folks walking through the park, I couldn’t resist
smiling and snapping a photo. I thought I would share the fun
they had building the fort. It reminded me of past times when
we all were young!

We hope to see you at Riverwood and connect with you online
to keep you up to date on events and programs. To stay in touch,
subscribe to our e-news at https://theriverwoodconservancy.
org/ and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter using the
handle @yourriverwood.

The Mississauga Symphony Used Book Sale
hopes to satisfy readers and donors as soon as
it is safe for all to do so. Donations will be by
appointment only on Thursday mornings, and
a small-scale sale is planned for September.

Itar Shoe Repair
Sheridan Centre

(North of the QEW off Erin Mills Parkway)

Mississauga, Ontario

(905) 823-4848
Ignazio Galeoto

Have Your Shoes Repaired While You Wait

Updated information will be posted
on the Symphony website
mississaugasymphony.ca/book-sale
and appointments can be requested at
usedbooksale@mississaugasymphpony.ca.
The MSO and the MSO Book Sale are grateful
for all the support we get and will do our best to
provide a safe donation experience and a safe
sale for our volunteers and our customers.
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