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I hope that this edition of the Sheridan Times finds you and your family well. 

Your SHORA board has been busy this year! Highlights of our work since the 
summer issue include:

Community Garage Sale, Shakespeare in the Park, Sheridan Park extension 
study, Tree planting in Thornlodge Park, Family Fun Day, Park painting , 
Sheridan Centre Reimagining with city planners, Reclaim Market, Pumpkin 
Parade, Traffic calming preliminary meetings

Our work continues! We are gearing up for continued advocacy in the  
neighbourhood, focusing on safe streets, and improving our parks.  We have 
just completed our permits to again try to construct a successful skating 
rink at the park. Of course, so much of our success depends on the weather.  
Similarly, we can’t build a rink without diligent volunteers like you.  This year 
the City assures us that the field has been levelled and we won’t lose our 
water (and hard work) to warm days. 

I’d like to thank outgoing board member Alvin Tedjo as he pursues his many 
other interests.  He has recently resigned from the board but he insists that 
he will stay involved as a volunteer. This man is busy!

I’d also like to thank the street reps - these are our neighbours that donate 
their time to talk SHORA and collect annual dues. As you can see, your  
$10 goes a long way to making ours the most successful association in  
Mississauga. 

If you can help by volunteering, please join us. Info@shora.ca  We are always 
looking for help. 

We have moved our Annual General Meeting to February, as this better  
reflects our fiscal year end and fits well with our slow season. 

SHORA is looking to connect with other community organizations. We  
have an article from the Sheridan Park Association.  We have worked with 
boy scouts and girl guides in past events. Many religious groups were  
able to attend our summer party. If you are involved with a community 
organization, please do not hesitate to reach out.

From my family to yours, we wish you a safe and healthy winter season. 

Brandon Wiedemann
President@shora.ca
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SHORA’s 4th Annual Pumpkin Parade lit up 
the night, as four hundred and thirty-one 
carved masterpieces, plus many more  
decorated and uncarved, arrived at Thorn-
lodge Park on November 1st!  Creativity 
abounded, as pumpkins carved as Gru, BB-8, 
R2-D2, Mickey Mouse, and many others lined 
the path.  The “Five Nights at Freddy’s” inspired 
pumpkin was a hit with the younger crowd!  
Hot chocolate helped to ward off the cold while 
neighbours, friends and families 
strolled along the path, enjoying the 
evening.

This event would not be possible 
without our incredible, hard-working  
volunteers who helped set up, light 
up and clean up the pumpkins. We are 
grateful to those who let us borrow 
their wheelbarrows for the day and to 
the neighbours who allowed us to place 
signs on their lawns to advertise the 
event.

Thank you to our sponsors Dayana Hameed and 
Angelo D’Amico of RE/MAX Realty Enterprises, Mory 
Diab of the Sheridan Centre Tim Hortons location 
and Councilor Karen Ras.  Thank you to the Region 
of Peel for providing the 20-yard compost bin and 
to Naguib Kerba for photographing the event!

Mark your calendars for next year’s Pumpkin Parade 
on Thursday, November 1, 2018!  You won’t want to 
miss it!

Pumpkin Parade
By Julianna Eddy

“Four hundred and thirty-one carved masterpieces”

“Congratulations Dayana & Angelo 
on your recent marriage” 

By Leslie Leaver Halloween Spirit

The Halloween spirit was alive and well in the Sheridan Homelands this year!  
Many houses participate in trick or treating with Jack-o-Lanterns welcoming 
neighbourhood children. The pumpkin carving skills of our residents are on  
display for all to see during our annual Pumpkin Parade. This year several houses 
stood out for their elaborate displays. A home on Waycross had impressive ani-
matronics, many homemade!  The ever changing haunted house on Misener was 
frightful once again. The display on Belfast clearly showcases the homeowners 
love of Halloween with many sights, sounds and skeletons! It is truly a pleasure to 
live in a neighborhood where so many residents get into the spirit of the holiday. 

If you would like your Halloween display to be featured next year, please email 
info@shora.ca so a member can visit on Halloween night.
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SHORA is looking to brighten up our streets this holiday season with a fun community contest. We’re shaking 
up the annual holiday lights contest and opening it up to entire streets to participate! Talk to your neighbours, 

encourage them to decorate and send us your pictures to info@shora.ca or send them to us on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/sheridan homelands) or Twitter (@shora_sauga)

We’ll select the street with the most exciting displays showing community spirit and share them online and 
here in the Sheridan Times! Additionally, SHORA, with thanks to the generous support of Karen Burns and 

David Wheeler of Royal LePage (www.wheelerburns.ca), will together be donating $500 to Deacon’s Cupboard 
of St. Peter’s Church of Erindale, supporting the less fortunate in our area. 

Happy Holidays from all of us at SHORA!

One of SHORA’s primary missions is to connect the community and 
encourage participation in recreational activities. This year was the 
perfect opportunity to amplify that mission by not only engaging 
local business but also the City of Mississauga. 

Thanks to a Canada 150 grant by the City, in addition to funding 
from SHORA and significant volunteer support, SHORA hosted 
a “Canada 150 Fun Day in the Park” on August 12th. Thorn Lodge 
Park and David Ramsay Pool are gems in the Sheridan Homelands, 
so naturally they served as the perfect site to bring the community 
together.

Days before the event, led by a City artist, volunteers from the  
Homelands helped paint maple leaves and Canada 150 logos 
throughout the Thorn Lodge path. 

Nearly 150 residents enjoyed the Pool during a free 3 hour ‘fun 
swim’. Meanwhile nearly a dozen local businesses and City services 
set up tents to engage with the community. 

Special thanks to Pizza Nova and Councillor Karen Ras for funding a 
bouncy castle for the kids. The generous grant from the City of Mis-
sissauga funded a stage near the Peace Garden, with performances 
from Magician Andrew Woo, local music students and Rock/Blues 
band “Blue Devils”. 

While the crowd continued to grow, unfortunately the weather did 
not cooperate and a storm rolled in quickly, closing the event.

SHORA is appreciative to all those who attended, the businesses 
and City services that contributed and our financial contributors for 
making the event a success in bringing the community together.

SHORA’s Fun DayBy James Johnston

As we move on from our beginnings as a suburban community 
into the sixth largest city in Canada, it comes with an increasing 
set of challenges.   Over the last number of years, more conversa-
tions have been taking place to figure out ways to make housing 
more affordable. 

The City of Mississauga is a lower-tier municipality and not direct-
ly responsible for building affordable housing. However, we see 
housing affordability as an essential element of city building – 
one of the three main pillars along with infrastructure and transit. 

In Mississauga, 30% of our residents spend more than 30% of 
their household income on housing – a very high number.  That’s 
why Mississauga City Council has endorsed a strategy to develop  
affordable housing called “Making Room for the Middle”.   We 
know there is a “missing middle” which represents a growing 
group of people in the middle class who don’t qualify for social 
housing but who are priced out of an expensive housing market. 

Affordable Housing in Mississauga
What can the City do? We can take actions to encourage the build-
ing of affordable market rental and ownership units. This would 
include a housing first policy for surplus lands, inclusionary zon-
ing, deferring development charges and eliminating unnecessary 
regulations restricting second units, to name a few. 

In July of this year, Council passed a motion to grant relief from 
the payment of City development charges of approximate-
ly $2.7 million for the affordable housing proposed at 360 City  
Centre Drive. Regional funding in the amount of $65,966,522 was  
approved by the Regional Council on June 22, 2017. 

Proposed by Daniels Corporation, the development plans to  
include 70 Rent-Geared-to-Income units to take households 
off the Centralized Waiting list.  An additional 104 units will be  
purpose-built-rental, owned by the Region of Peel for middle  
income households. 

As a Peel Councillor, our Council continues to push forward in 
its affordable housing investments. In addition to the above, 
Peel is partnering with the Salvation Army Peel and Peel Streets 
to Homes to help people experiencing homelessness move into 
permanent housing.  The Peel Housing and Homelessness Plan 
brings together community partners to find innovative ways to 
increase affordable housing.
 
The Region continues to invest significantly in affordable housing 
– about twelve cents of every dollar of the Region’s tax levy goes 
to increasing affordable housing and reducing homelessness. 
The Region continues to advocate with the federal and provincial  
governments for policy changes and appropriate funding that 
will help to bolster the supply of affordable housing.

With over 12,500 households on Peel’s waiting list, it is time for 
government at all levels to take action to address our housing  
crisis. 

Should you wish to find out more about Mississauga’s strategy, 
please visit: mississauga.ca/portal/pb/housingstrategy  
or peelregion.ca/housing 

By Councillor Karen Ras

Invites you to attend our 
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, February 7th 2018 at 7:00 pm
Sheridan Park Family Church, 2440 Fifth Line

Sheridan Homelands 
Ratepayers’ Association 

(SHORA)
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In our continued efforts to improve Thornlodge Park, SHORA  
purchased a park tree through the City of Mississauga’s Green Gifts 
program. The tree was planted near the park bench SHORA purchased 
last year, northwest of the baseball diamond.  The species is an Autumn 
Blaze Maple known for being hardy; it can handle both wet and dry soils  
allowing it to survive in almost any environment. The first two years 
after a tree has been transplanted are the most fragile of its life. The 
City will water in periods of drought. However, if you are in the park 
with some extra water, please feel free to water the tree!  

In addition to our tree, the City of Mississauga has planted 8 new trees 
in the park.  Five are along the tennis courts and three are along the 
path. These trees are in addition to the trees that will eventually be  
replaced after being removed due to the emerald ash borer.

If you are interested in purchasing a bench or a tree in Thornlodge 
Park, or any park in the City, please visit http://www.mississauga.ca/ 
portal/residents/greengifts or call 311 for more information.

By Leslie Leaver SHORA’s TREE
Derek Thompson, owner of IOP Graphics, Rick Hugglestone,  
owner of Mulligan’s Pub, and Dean Fox, from IOP Graphics, who 
all received the Paul Harris Fellow award from the Rotary Club 
of Mississauga for their support of Toys for Tots. Aug. 17, 2017.  
- Bryon Johnson/Metroland

The Rotary Club of Mississauga West recently recognized a trio 
of business persons for their work to better the community by  
presenting all three with a Paul Harris Fellow award.

Trio honoured  
by Rotarians  

for service to community

By Mona Ankisetty & Pieter Kool

(As printed in the Mississauga News, August 17, 2017)

Rick Hugglestone, owner of Mulligan’s Pub, and Derek Thomp-
son and Dean Fox from IOP Graphics, were given the award as a 
way of saying thanks for their tireless efforts to support the Peel  
Regional Police’s Toys for Tots campaign. It has the police work-
ing in partnership with the Salvation Army and Canadian Tire  
to collect new, unwrapped toys and give them as gifts to under-
privileged children come December.

Since getting involved, they have collectively raised more 
than $650,000 including nearly $250,000 in the past two years. 
They raise the money in a variety of ways, including corporate  
donations, raffles, golf tournaments, auctions, and many other  
initiatives.

“Not only are we doing something good for the community but 
it’s also a lot of fun to help,” said Hugglestone. “It’s truly a team 
effort and we’re unbelievably honoured and humbled to receive 
the award as we never went into this to be recognized.”

The Paul Harris Fellow award is named for Paul Harris, who  
founded Rotary with three business associates in Chicago in 1905.

Mulligan’s Pub, Woodchester Plaza
2458 Dundas St W, Mississauga,
www.mulliganspub.ca

By Else Grech

First, thank you to everyone who participated in the 4th annual Sheridan Homelands Community Garage Sale!  Driving around 
the neighbourhood on May 27th it was wonderful to see all the residents who participated.  Items available for sale included gently 
used children’s clothing, toys, kitchen ware and much more!  It was great to see the many people, both residents as well as others from 
all around Mississauga, helping to reduce and reuse.  Thank you to everyone who participated.  Mark your calendar: the next annual  
community garage sale will be on Saturday, May 26, 2018!

The Reclaim Market on Saturday, September 10, was just as successful.  Many households in Sheridan Homelands had their free items 
out by 8 a.m., while others slowly added items to the curb throughout the day.  It did not take long for those items to disappear, showing 
that Sheridan Homelands’ residents are interested in reducing what is sent to our landfill sites.  Thank you to everyone who both put out 
items and picked them up.  Our next annual Reclaim Market will be on Saturday and Sunday, September 8 & 9, 2018. 

Helping The Environment:  
Community Garage Sale & Reclaim Market
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Since September The Erinview has been working hard on 
the deconstruction of the building. We have successfully 
taken down the back side of the building. We are tearing up 
the old foundation to make way for our brand new building.

As we get ready to say goodbye to 2017, The Erinview  
reflects on how far we have come in the last 39 years, and 
all the people in the community that we have helped.  As 
we watched a piece of history come down our hearts were 
somewhat sad to see the end of an era. However, the future 
is bright, knowing that soon we will have a new and more 
state-of-the-art, safe community for our current and future 
residents to enjoy.

Although we are going to be starting a new chapter in our 
history, Sifton’s mission is stronger than ever to create a  
retirement community where people can Live, Work, Play.
 

By Tamara Billy, Sales & Marketing Manager

Construction is under way at

The Erinview By Denise Gilliland

Like many communities in Mississauga, the Sheridan Home-
lands is seeing a growth in our senior population as many of 
our original residents are getting older. While there’s an infinite 
amount of information online for day-to-day living, finding  
information for our senior residents that is easy to access 
and user friendly is becoming a challenge.  Enter Seniors 
AssistGuide.com, a new website created by Sheridan Home-
lands resident Gia Amedeo, geared toward seniors, intended 
to be a ‘one-stop shop’ of sorts on information pertinent to the 
older adult community. 

SeniorsAssistGuide.com is a resource guide for older adults 
and caregivers. It provides information in a user-friendly way 
on different services available to seniors, whether it’s home  
services such as renovations or personal services such as alter-
ations and estheticians. It provides a list of programs available 
for older adults, as well as contact information. 

If you’re not yet retired but are considering it in the next few 
years, there’s information available on retirement planning. 
While all of this information is available on the internet with 
a quick search, it’s varied and sometimes it’s difficult to sort 
through and decide which is applicable to you, especially 
if you’re at the early stages of computer literacy. Now it’s all 
there in one easy-to-use website, saving time and frustration 
when researching this information on your own. This informa-
tion is local to your municipality. The website is still in its early 
stages of development, but it currently contains information 
for residents of Peel and Halton, with information for Durham 
residents on the horizon. Amedeo is hoping to eventually have 
province-wide information available on it.

Amedeo was inspired to create this service following a con-
versation with her mother, who is in her eighties, about keep-
ing active, whether it’s through involvement in a book club, 
yoga, going on a cruise or just generally keeping busy. While 
many older adults keep busy, a great deal many more do not 
and would benefit from having an informative and interactive  
resource to help them out. 

So far feedback on SeniorsAssistGuide.com has been positive, 
with many people stating that the information has been help-
ful and interesting. 

Amedeo is currently seeking further input to make the site  
better. If you have any suggestions, or would like to submit a 
blog topic that would be of interest to our aging population, 
please e-mail her at info@seniorsassistguide.com. Informa-
tion can also be found on the Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/directoryforseniors/

SeniorsAssistGuide.com 
A New Resource for Older Adults and Caregivers 
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Serving 
Sheridan Homelands

for over 18 years

jackie lucas
sales Representative

905-855-2200

TRUST, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE

Selling? Buying? Renovating?

Call to find out your options today
905-339-9251  

info@jackielucas.com

When we moved into our house in 1967 we considered upgrad-
ing several areas for gardening. We realized the good climate in 
the area. The clay soil retains water – which is useful – but was 
too heavy for good growth. For years we collected leaves from 
the trees I had planted, even from the road side and neighbours, 
and dug them into the soil, never putting leaves into the munic-
ipal collections. The municipal recycling depot also offers good  
compost at a very low cost. 

Rain water from the roof is directed into a growing area, an area 
between two houses, ten feet apart. Although our house has a 
southern exposure, it is heavily shaded most of the day and does 
not favour good growth. To bring sun into the area, I introduced 
reflectors -- first aluminum foil, then left-over mirror sections from 
local glass cutting shops. Over time neighbours offered large  
mirror sections as they renovated their houses. The higher  
sections of the mirrors pick up the morning sun and facilitate the 
growth of many greens. 

Most favourable responses come from chicory, hybrid dandelions, 
kale, collard and radicchio. Most prolific are the indeterminate  

By Fred Lautenschlaeger

tomatoes, which can reach 
up to the second floor win-
dow. We harvest from early  
August to November, and after 
that, let the green tomatoes  
ripen indoors. Although it is 
not recommended to grow  
tomatoes in the same spot 
each year, we control the 
fungi with (non-toxic) BOR-
DO. It is a hobby, of course, 
but returns us to an under-
standing of our relation-
ship with the earth and an  
appreciation of soil, air and 
our food. 

Daughter Susanne Lauten, who grew up in this house, is seen  
harvesting tomatoes near the second-floor window. Susanne is 
also making valiant gardening efforts around the cottage in the 
Haliburton area.

Southern Exposure: 
How to Make Your Garden Grow

In the past, we have recounted several stories of historic crimes that we 
associated with an area that was known as “Fasken’s Bush”, which was 
a large wooded area within what is now the Sheridan Homelands. In a 
rough sense, Fasken’s Bush was located roughly along the south side of 
what is now Sheridan Park Drive, east of Speakman Drive. Historically 
this was a farm woodlot, and a remnant of Fasken’s Bush remains today.

But who was the Fasken?

The Fasken of “Fasken’s Bush” 
refers to David Fasken. He pur-
chased the former Thorne Lodge 
farm, the estate of Brevet Major 
General Peter Adamson, con-
sisting of 300 acres, in 1899. The 
property served as a rural retreat 
and farm for Fasken.

David Fasken (1860-1929) was 
a prominent Canadian lawyer 
and businessman. He was born 
in Pilkington Township in Upper 
Canada (near Elora, Ontario), fifth 
of ten children of Scottish-born 
Robert Fasken and Isabel Milne.

Fasken graduated from the University of Toronto in 1882, and chose to 
follow a career in law. He articled first with the firm of Beaty, Hamilton, 
and Cassels, and then with William Henry Beatty, under which he estab-
lished close ties to the Gooderham and Worts family.  Fasken was called 
to the bar in 1885.

Seen as a private man of great drive and ambition, Fasken did not seek 
publicity. Together with his flourishing legal career, Fasken also entered 
into numerous profitable business ventures, including with the Excelsi-
or Life Insurance Company in 1889. He was elected president in 1900, 
and served as such until his death in 1929, during which time he helped 
to build the company into a very large and profitable insurer.

Fasken was also at the forefront of financiers involved with the harvest-
ing of resources throughout the Canadian Shield and Northern Ontar-
io. When silver was discovered at Long Lake (Cobalt) in 1903, Fasken 
and other investors quickly established the Nipissing Mining Company  
Limited, which acquired 846 acres of land in the Cobalt area. Fasken 
served as president and director. At the same time and in the same area, 
Fasken was also a director and substantial shareholder of both La Rose 
Consolidated Mines Limited and Trethewey Silver-Cobalt Mine Limit-
ed. In 1909 the Montreal Daily Star listed him among those whom the  
Cobalt silver-rush had turned into millionaires.

In addition to securing much of the capital needed to mine, Fasken also 
acquired three power plants that supplied Cobalt with hydroelectricity. 
In 1911 he merged them to form the Northern Ontario Light and Power 
Company Limited, of which he became president; he also organized the 
Northern Canada Power Company Limited.

Spurred by his initial success at Cobalt, Fasken had grasped other 
opportunities. Together with his youngest brother and law part-
ner, Alexander, he financed hotels, steamers, and general stores.  
In 1912 Fasken and another group of financiers formed Canadian  
Mining Exploration Company Limited, which was involved with mining 
exploration and established the Flin Flon mine in Manitoba in 1915.

Who Was Fasken?
Fasken suffered from ill-health, particularly with asthma. Following a 
doctor’s recommendation, Fasken acquired 226,000 acres of land in 
Texas in 1914. He built a large ranch, and by 1918 was spending most of 
his time there. He founded the town of Fasken, Texas in 1917.

Fasken retired from active law practice in 1917, turning over the man-
agement of the firm to his brother Alexander.  Despite his move to 
Texas, Fasken still travelled back to Toronto and remained active in his 
Canadian business interests until his death.

Fasken maintained the former Thorne Lodge property as an active farm, 
employing a manager and farm hands who raised cattle and horses on 
the 300-acre property. The historic house, Thorne Lodge, which had 
been built c1821 by General Adamson, was maintained for Fasken for 
his occasional forays to his country retreat outside of Toronto. This 300-
acre property, on which much of the Sheridan Homelands subdivision 
was built, was sold to Arthur Carton in 1930 by David Fasken’s widow, 
Alice.

His brother Alexander Fasken also maintained a historic property in 
Mississauga, located nearby along Mississauga Road. The gate posts 
emblazoned “IALFA” and low stone wall serve as visual reminders of 
Alexander’s property. “IALFA” refers to “Isabella and Alexander Fasken”

David Fasken passed away at his University Avenue home in Toronto 
on December 2, 1929, and was buried in Elora, Ontario. Fasken left an  
estate worth $1,792,300, which did not include the oil reserves that 
would later be discovered on his Texas property. With investments 
and other business interests, it is estimated that Fasken was worth  
much more than his estate value, and was one of Canada’s wealthiest 
individuals when he passed.

There is a good account of Fasken’s life and times in: Essays in the History 
of Canadian Law, edited by Jim Phillips, R. Roy McMurtry and John T. 
Saywell, 2008 (Chapter 12).

Heritage Mississauga, Robinson-Adamson House “The Grange”
1921 Dundas Street West
 www.heritagemississauga.com

By Matthew Wilkinson

Historian, Heritage Mississauga

Thorne Lodge c. 1920
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Electrical safety should be top of mind year-round but Birnie Home 
Safe, a Mississauga-based Licensed Electrical Contractor (LEC), urges 
residents to take extra precautions when the temperature drops. 

“This time of year homeowners are more likely to overload their  
circuits and that’s a problem,” says John Flanagan, Vice President of 
Operations at Birnie Home Safe. 

Flanagan, who is a licensed electrician, explains that an overloaded 
circuit occurs when there are too many electrical devices plugged in 
at once.

“Our electrical circuits have a certain rating, like 15 amps or 20 amps. 
Homeowners must not exceed this amount,” he says. 

According to the Electrical Safety Authority (ESA), residents can  
safely use 80 percent of a circuit’s rating. If the circuits in a home are 
15 amps, residents should only use 12 amps to prevent any electrical 
hazards. 

When the cold weather hits Flanagan says there is an increase of elec-
trical load on the electrical system because people are using more 
devices.  

“We’re inside more, plugging in our electronics for entertainment, 
maybe we have space heaters going for extra relief or maybe we’re 
decorating for Christmas. All of these scenarios have a major impact 
on our electrical systems.”

To prevent this, residents must take accountability for the devices 
they are plugging in explains Flanagan. “Large-draw appliances like 
space heaters, microwaves, hairdryers, portable air conditioners, 
must be plugged into a dedicated circuit and have their own circuit 
breaker in the electrical panel.”

Are you overloading  
your circuits this winter?By Angela Hoyos

Residents should also avoid plugging in too many devices at once 
and know how much power their plugged-in electronics are drawing. 

When a circuit is overloaded, a home may experience tripping break-
ers or blowing fuses, and overheating the electrical wires which can 
result in a fire.  According to the licensed electrician, these are signs of 
a serious electrical problem that requires immediate attention from a 
Licensed Electrical Contractor. 

Those in older homes, homes with aluminum wiring, or homes  
already experiencing electrical issues have a higher chance of over-
loading their circuits. 

“The electrical infrastructure is already weak and brittle; now  
imagine plugging in a bunch of electronics. You are further straining 
the electrical wires.” 

Residents who are unsure if their homes harbor dangerous electrical 
hazards can take advantage of Birnie Home Safe’s preliminary assess-
ment service. “There is no cost or no obligation for this initial consul-
tation,” says Flanagan. 

Birnie Home Safe’s free electrical safety assessment is available to 
all homeowners and according to their website, the inspection  
is a way for everyone to learn more about their electrical wires and 
a way to prevent electrical fires. Those who are interested can visit  
ismyhomesafe.ca or call 905-569-1818 for more information. 

While the weather outside will soon be frightful, Birnie Home Safe 
says they can make your life delightful with an electrically safe home.

When you invite friends and relatives to visit you in Mississauga, 
chances are you’re not going to spend a lot of time sharing your 
views on the excellent roads we have or the open parks and bridg-
es. While we all value those pieces of infrastructure, we all know 
our city is attractive by its vitality and its creative expression.

Remembrance Day commemorates many things and one of them 
is the sense of identity we enjoy as Canadians and the responsi-
bility we share for enabling our values to live here and elsewhere. 
Our forces of young men risked and lost their lives in far-off  
countries fighting for freedom, for the right to self-expression. 

Whether it’s a country or city, or even a neighbourhood, I believe 
the galvanizing ingredient that pulls us together is our identity, 
the answer to what we are willing to fight for.

The Mississauga Arts Council (MAC) pulled together local  
artists and Heritage Mississauga to research and identify eight  
neighbourhoods in Mississauga and give them a sense of them-
selves, a piece of their identity in the Boxes and Banners project. 

MAC raised enough money from grants from Ontario 150  
Celebrates, the Community Foundation of Mississauga, and the 
City of Mississauga to prompt Alectra Utilities, Enbridge Gas and 
Bell Canada to also contribute to the Neighbourhood Identity 
Project. Eight utility boxes in high-traffic areas were selected for 
decorative wraps or hand painted original scenes to show off an 
often forgotten aspect of each neighbourhood’s past. 

The closest box to Sheridan Homelands is on Erin Mills in front 
of the Kentucky Fried Chicken store at Sheridan Centre.  Maybe 
you’ve seen the large electric utilities box that has been wrapped 
with an artistically designed and heritage inspired plastic wrap, 
capturing the old fruit farms and images of the world’s leading 
jazz pianist. 

Oscar Peterson lived nearby and enjoyed lunches at the Sheridan 
Centre. Raspberry farms covered the area a hundred years ago 
and they are represented on this three-dimensional public art 
piece, capturing a bit of who we used to be.

Neighbourhood Identity Project

People talk about art as though it was a luxury and yet when we 
bring our friends to our communities it is one of the first things 
we show off, whether it’s the music, the festivals, the plays or the 
public art. It is healthy to express your identity in a creative way 
and it’s time more of us appreciated that benefit of life here -- one 
of the benefits our older generation fought for. 

Our younger generation is more concerned with creative  
expression than any other in history. The consequence of citizen  
journalism, of disrupting the old means of telling stories and  
distributing them is profound, and all of us now have voices in 
how we could be seen and in how we see ourselves. 

Every neighbourhood needs a voice and a creative project to 
bring it forward, so to the Sheridan Homelands, my neighbour-
hood, I ask you to contact us at the Mississauga Arts Council 
with what you’d like to do with your art project, to depict your  
neighbourhood and its identity.

By Mike Douglas

Mike Douglas is the Executive Director of the Mississauga Arts  
Council and can be reached at mike.douglas@mississauga 
artscouncil.com

Photos courtesy of Mississauga Arts Council.

MAC’s Mike Douglas points to artist Pernia Jamshed at site of her 
beautifully designed heritage inspired wrapped utility box.
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Say the word “church,” and memories of a place your grandma  
went each week—with hard wooden pews, funeral flowers, and 
mournful organ music—might spring to mind. 

But that’s far from the reality these days at Sheridan Park  
Family Church (located at 2440 Fifth Line West). The now 50-year-
old congregation celebrated its anniversary recently with an  
“extreme make-over,” freshening up the building (purging the 
pews, laying new carpet, and adding a coat of paint) and updating 
everything from the church’s mission statement, to the sign on the 
lawn, and its web site (www.spfamilychurch.ca).

It’s all part of a desire to do a more effective job of helping to meet 
the needs of families in the community.

“We know that fewer families today make church a part of their 
lives than ever before,” says Keith Piquette, the church’s lead pastor. 
“I get that. I’ve got two little kids and I know how crazy life can be.”

“But I also believe that every person has a deep desire to find mean-
ing and purpose in life. To connect with something or someone 
that’s larger than themselves. To experience a sense of belonging. 
And most parents want to see their kids find those things too.”

For several years, the church’s congregation has been reaching 
out to care for the needs of neighbours through a Clothing Loft 
(offering free clothes for men, women, and children), a food bank, 
and a summer Kidz Kamp that’s taught, entertained and cared for 
thousands of local children. But the time has come, says Piquette, 
for the church to deepen their community relationships and make 
new ones. 

“Our web site says we are a multi-cultural, multi-generational  
Christian community,” he adds. “But that’s just another way of  
saying that while we represent many different countries and ages 
and stages of life, we’re just people who are seeking God together. 
Come and see.”

Patricia Paddey is a Mississauga based freelance writer who attends 
Sheridan Park Family Church.

By Patricia Paddey

Lead Minister Keith Piquette and Family

By Denise Gilliland

Girl Guides of Canada is thriving in the Sheridan Homelands community. We are fortunate to host two Spark units for girls ages 5-6 years 
old, a Brownie unit for girls ages 7-8, two Guide units for girls ages 9-11, a Pathfinder unit for girls ages 12-14, and a Ranger unit for girls 
ages 15-17. We are a very active neighbourhood, with over 100 girl members and a leadership team committed to providing opportuni-
ties for girls to develop their self-confidence and leadership skills. 

We participate in several community events each year, including the Great Canadian Shoreline clean-up, the clean-up of Rattray Marsh 
with the Credit Valley Conservation Authority, food drives, neighbourhood clean-ups, and organizing clothing drives and personal care 
item drives for organizations such as Interim Place and Armagh House.

Over the past year units in our neighbourhood have been participating in Girl Guides of Canada’s national service project “Action on 
Poverty”. Last year we collected over 100 kits of personal care items (including soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, socks, gloves, 
chapstick, small packages of tissues, granola bars and water bottles) that were donated to a local shelter in need. This year we’ve shifted 
our focus toward ‘hunger’ and our Ranger unit has been planning several activities for girls in the younger units to learn about hunger in 
Canada and around the world, and discover ways to combat it. They have booked visits to food banks to learn more about the food needs 
of the community and to determine how they can maximize on their food drive and help. 

We’d like to thank the local community for supporting Girl Guides of Canada, whether it’s through supporting our events or supporting 
our two cookie campaigns each year.

GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA

Church shifts focus to families

Our interest groups include bridge, international affairs,  
art tours, book clubs, walking excursions, travel,  

and gourmet dining…plus interesting and timely  
speakers at our monthly meetings.

All women with a commitment to improve education  
everywhere are welcome to join CFUW Mississauga.

RETIRING SOON?  ALREADY THERE? 
LOOKING FOR NEW NETWORKS?

www.cfuwmississauga.ca

Contact CFUW Mississauga at 
www.cfuwmississauga.ca  

or email membership@cfuwmississauga.ca

Are you a woman interested in:  
•  Social interaction,
•  Improving the status of women and girls,
•  Promoting high quality public education,
•  Advancing human rights, justice, and peace?

David D. Snell Ltd.
Windows

Replacement windows
with Solar Gain or Solar Shield,

Roll-a-way or magnetic screens.

Entrance Doors 
Patio Doors

French Doors
Eavestrough
Leaf Guard

Soffit
Insulated Siding

Lifetime warranty on windows which 
can be transferred to the next home owner.

Direct: (416) 802-7689
Office: (905) 828-8111
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In 1962, Ontario Research Foundation, in partnership with  
Cominco, Dunlop, and United Lands Corp., set out to establish 
a 125-acre industrial research park. In 1964, the Sheridan Park  
Association was incorporated with 9 founding members. Over 
the course of the next 50 years, the association has continued to 
evolve although the mission has remained relatively constant:

“To maintain the Sheridan Park as a world class business community 
that takes advantage of our technical expertise in an attractive 
campus setting and fosters relationships that return economic 
and social benefits to the members and the community.”

Throughout the history of Sheridan Park, innovators have devel-
oped and commercialized hundreds of processes, products and 
techniques that have brought notoriety for Mississauga and  
Canada throughout the world. This trend continues unabat-
ed in 2017 as more than $100 million is being spent to add and  
enhance facilities within Sheridan Park.  

In 2017, the City of Mississauga approved the new Master Plan 
for Sheridan Park that reinforces the value-added nature of this 
unique business community and promises to continue the legacy 
that was established over 50 years ago.

We look forward to working closely with the Sheridan Homelands 
Ratepayers Association and the City of Mississauga as the Sheridan 
Park continues to grow and invest into the future.  

To learn more about the Sheridan Park Association, please visit 
our website:  www.sheridanpark.ca.

Article and historical photos courtesy of Richard Perrier
Director, Research and Development, 
Petro-Canada Lubricants Inc.

By Richard Perrier Sheridan Park Association

Insurance & Financial Services Inc.
People you trust ~ Insurance that works! 



Scouting has been part of Sheridan Homelands from the neighbour-
hood’s beginning.  In fact, our group is celebrating its 50th Anniver-
sary this year.  If you’ve been living in the area for a while, you may 
have been a member of the 44th Mississauga or 5th Erindale Scout 
Groups.  In 2004, these groups merged to become 1st Homelands.  
We are currently a very active and diverse group of 70 youth ranging 
in age from 5 to 17, and 30 dedicated adult volunteers.

Scouting is a well-rounded program focusing on leadership, outdoor 
activities and supporting the community.  A few years ago, the Cana-
dian Path was introduced.  This is a youth-led approach to running 
the program.  It gives the youth a lot of leadership opportunities and 
helps them to build their confidence.  As the youth progress through 
Beavers to Cubs, Scouts and Ventures, the activities become more 
challenging and varied.

The 1st Homelands group holds regular weekly meetings at the  
local schools during the school year.  We are also year-round campers.  
That might mean spending a night in a quinzhee, a shelter made from 
snow, or a week during the summer at the Haliburton Scout Reserve.  
The outdoor element is a big part of our program at all age groups.

Fundraising is an important activity for us.  We would like to thank 
everyone in Sheridan Homelands for their tremendous continuing 
support.  This year’s Apple Day and Scout Popcorn drives were our 
group’s most successful ever.  These fundraisers help us to buy equip-

1st Homelands Scout Group
By Jeff Parent

ment and pay for weekly activities.  We also hold a Euchre night 
and E-Waste drive.  The money raised from these events fund major 
camps, like the Canadian Jamboree held this year in Halifax.  We were 
able to send 15 youth and 5 adults to the Jamboree.

Visit scouts.ca for more information and to sign up yourself or your 
child.  Children in Senior Kindergarten and higher grades can join.  
If you are interested in visiting one of our meetings, please call Jeff 
Parent at 647-405-8847.
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RABIES:  A terrifying and incurable disease that can affect the 
central nervous system of almost all warm-blooded animals 
(mammals) including people. 

Did you know Ontario continues to be affected by this virus, 
with 352 confirmed cases of the raccoon strain, as document-
ed by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forest-
ry as of August 16th 2017. To give some perspective, in 2014 
there were no raccoon rabies cases confirmed in Ontario. The 
source of this recent raccoon rabies outbreak is from New York 
State. An extensive baiting program continues in the province 
with the aim to eradicate this disease, but the risks continue 
especially in the area surrounding Hamilton. Because many 
raccoons also have Distemper infection, there is concern that 
their immune system is not responding normally to the baiting 
program and so this outbreak will continue.

Under the Health and Protection Act, every owner or person 
having the care and custody of a cat or dog 3 months of age 
or older must ensure, and be able to prove with signed certif-
icate, that their pet has been immunized against Rabies by a 
licensed veterinarian. 

There is no cure for Rabies when it occurs. Vaccination has 
saved countless lives of both humans and their domestic 
animals. Proper immunization following the manufacturers’ 
guidelines remains our best defense. Worldwide, prevalence is 
highest where vaccination rates are low. 

Keep yourself and your family safe by teaching young children 
not to touch or approach animals they do not know. Avoid 
feeding wildlife. If wildlife have invaded your home/shed/ga-
rage, engage the assistance of professional wildlife removal 
services. Once wildlife have lost their fear of humans (through 
feeding and taming), they can be mistaken by other people as 
being infected. Rabid animals will lose their normal avoidance 
behavior, and become aggressive or depressed and paralyzed.

Do your part to help eradicate rabies and stay safe, vaccinate 
your pets! 

RABIES 
Why This Disease Matters to You and Your Family

By Dr. Jacqueline Starink

DVM, Erin Mills Pet Hospital
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