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ARTISTS

ACTIVE IN THE COMMUNITY

Ding Dong! The Power Plant is GONE!
By Mike Douglas
There’s a song the Munchkins sing in the Wizard of Oz that I like to remember when I feel relieved about something and it goes like this - Ding
Dong! The Witch is dead. Which old Witch? The Wicked Witch! Ding
Dong! The Wicked Witch is dead!
That’s what I was humming excitedly as I started sending emails out delighted at the outcome of our efforts
to stop the approved power plant, when everybody
said ‘it’s hopeless, the power plant is a done deal and
there is nothing we can do about it.’ I decided to
believe otherwise and to fight as hard as I could to
stop it and for a large part of 2009 it was the most
important fight of my life.

By Shirley Secor
In June 2009 at the largest political rally in
Mississauga history, citizens listen hard to
elected leaders unanimously declare that another power plant in the area is unacceptable
to human health.

Baoxing Zhang was born in the Chinese countryside, east of
Beijing. Prior to attending formal school, he studied Chinese
Calligraphy with his father. He continued his private art studies
following several art teachers. This helped him to build a strong
art base demonstrating various subjects and styles.

In 1991, Baoxing began teaching Chinese painting and calligraphy in Calgary, Alberta. A year later, he moved his studio to
Mississauga, Ontario. Baoxing continued his education receiving his Doctorate in Geo-physics and Art at the University of
Toronto. He is a proud graduate of UTM. Besides furthering
his education, he gave art instruction at various locations in the
Greater Toronto Area. Since 1995, he has been an art instructor for the Oakville Art Society. Since 1997, he has been an art
instructor at Mohawk College.

And they were able to do it because Mississauga
Volunteers and a united City Council stopped the plant in 2009.

Creating a nearby Studio...

For the Mississauga chapter of the story we were in a pitched battle with
Energy Minister George Smitherman and OPA messengers. We had
some tough fighters, led by Councillor Pat Mullin. We had a newly
resolute Mayor McCallion. We had a persistent Member of Provincial
Parliament in Charles Sousa. All of us embraced the crucial research
from Dr. Boyd Upper and the experience of clean air activist Julie
Desjardins. This day after day effort would come to include hundreds of
dedicated activists working in a virtual organization connected by the
new Mississauga Residents’ Association Network or MIRANET, which
successfully brought deep grassroots awareness and energies together
online under the tireless watch of Dorothy Tomiuk. Community Ratepayers’ Associations across the city carried the battle to the provincial
government and their agencies, garnering dozens of newspaper
articles, tv and radio reports pushing back with the rallying cry – Stop the
Power Plant!

There are a few hundred volunteer leaders in Mississauga and Oakville
who can hold their heads high for the extra effort and determination they
showed on behalf of their communities. They will always know that you
can fight the big powers and win, if your cause is just and your will is
strong. So sing it high and sing it long, ding dong, the power plant is
gone!

Originally...

Fast forward to Canada...

Two weeks ago when Oakville’s MPP Kevin Flynn
smiling at an expectant crowd before him in the
overstuffed meeting room leaned into the mic and
said he had good news, we knew we’d done it.
Oakville’s C4CA Citizens 4 Clean Air used an
often brilliant and well funded media campaign
and action strategy to wear down the Province’s
resolve in 2010.

In kitchen meetings and public rallys, at Queen’s Park and across media
we fought for cleaner air and we won! Because by stalling the process
with public heat, the government was prompted to take the time and
commission an Air Quality Task Force to study the facts and get at the
truth and allow for an honest recommendation to be made for a moratorium on big polluters in an already polluted environment. Instead the
government will invest in transmission upgrades and stop hurtling
towards making people sick.

BAOXING ZHANG INSPIRES ARTISTS
AND DELIGHTS THE MAYOR

Currently, Baoxing teaches full time at the Eminence Learning
Centre located on 3065 Ridgeway Drive Unit 48, 49 Mississauga. Art and drawing classes are conducted daily. The Eminence Centre also tutors many people in a variety of subjects
(i.e., Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, and different languages
including English, Chinese, and Japanese). Baoxing paints and
teaches artists of all ages. He teaches a variety of subjects such
as birds, flowers, insects, animals, figures, and landscapes in
traditional Chinese style. He also continues to teach Chinese
calligraphy.
Art Networking Grows...
He is a member of the Sumi-e Society of Canada and provides
them with yearly workshops. He also leads workshops, on a
regular basis for the Sumi-e Society of Mississauga.
October 2010, celebrating the hard won citizens'
victory for Clean Air are Mike Douglas, President,
Sheridan Homelands Ratepayers' Association, Sue
Shanley, Vice President, Meadowood Rattray RA,
Dorothy Tomiuk, Spokesperson for MIRANET and
Charles Sousa, MPP for Mississauga South.

Since 1993, this renowned artist and proud teacher has held art
exhibitions yearly displaying the artwork of his students. His
work has been showcased in various art shows. You may have
seen his works of art displayed in the Sumi-e Canada annual
show, Sumi-e Missisauga, Visual Art of Mississauga, and the
Oakville Art Society. Baoxing also joins art shows in community galleries, libraries, museums and art centres (i.e., the Mississauga Museum, Cambridge Art Gallery, Burlington Art
Centre, Meadowville Theatre).
Baoxing Zhang currently resides in Oakville, Ontario with his
wife and 2 children.

EMINENCE CHINESE ART GROUP EXHIBITION
Dates:

Sat Nov 20th – Sat Dec 4th, 2010

Location:

Eminence Learning Centre
3065 Ridge Way Drive, Unit 48-49. Mississauga, ON
Web: eminencelearning.com
Email: eminence_ca@hotmail.com
Tel: 905-569-9556
Exhibition Hours: Sat: 1pm – 5pm
Sun-Fri: 10am-5pm
Opening Reception: Fri Nov 19th at 7:30pm – 9:00pm

For more detailed information, please call
(905) 569-9556, or visit www.eminencelearning.com

ENTERTAINMENT

A Christmas Carol
Announcing a new Homelands Holiday event,
SHORA sponsors

The Humber River Shakespeare Company presents its
annual original production of the Dickens holiday classic, A Christmas Carol, Thursday evening, December
16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Sheridan Park Public School
Auditorium. Now entering its fourth season of production, the company offers professional and accessible
theatre year-round to communities in the Humber Watershed and beyond – from touring Shakespeare-in-thePark in the summer, to innovative and original Canadian
works in unique spaces in the fall, and A Christmas Carol
in the winter.
After a warm and enthusiastic welcome from the Sheridan Homelands Community this past summer with The
Taming of the Shrew in Thorn Lodge Park, the company
is thrilled to return with a winter seasonal offering for the
whole family.
This December 16th, gather with friends and family as
five actors (Kevin Hammond, Claire Frances Muir, Mark
Huisman, Sara Moyle, and Christopher Kelk) bring the
timeless tale of greed, ghosts, salvation, and hope to life.
This popular production has been a sold-out event in its
original venue, Montgomery’s Inn, and the company
looks forward to a newly expanded tour this December
2010. With Victorian costumes designed by multiple
Dora award nominee, Nina Okens, and an antique trunk
of story-telling treasures, the actors bring you from
Scrooges cold bedroom, to Fezziwig’s joyful party, the
Cratchit’s meager table, and to the brightness of a
Christmas morning fresh with snow. A heart-warming
event for Tiny Tims and Scrooges alike!
This coming July 20, 21, 22, Humber River Shakespeare
returns to Thorn Lodge Park with their summer tour of
The Comedy of Errors - Shakespeare’s fantastical farce.
Bring your friends, family, a picnic, and a blanket and
experience the magic of Shakespeare in the Park in your
own backyard!
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Last July 400 Homelands residents enjoyed
THE TAMING OF THE SHREW!

LOCAL HEROES

Caring On Tap – Mulligan’s Gives Back
By Mike Douglas

Rick Hugglestone and Karen Cress of Mulligan's.

Sunday afternoons mean live blues and friends.
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$250,000.

Door Prizes and Treats!

CUT HERE

Activities run 2-4 pm, near the Food Court
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Kids’ Club!
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Join the Sheridan
Shrimps, free monthly
activities for children
ages 4 - 12
For details visit www.sheridancentre.ca
and click on the Kids’ Club logo

2225 Erin Mills Parkway, Mississauga, just north of the QEW
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More to come, don’t know how much, could be another
$50,000 by the end of November. Bringing the 7 year total
contribution by Mulligan’s friends, Peel Police officers,
patrons and ownership to over $300,000. for Mississauga’s
Toys For Tots!
“The thing I really like about it-“ offers Rick Hugglestone
Mulligan’s owner, dishwasher, sometime cook and fulltime
bills payer – “ is, there’s no Admin. All the cheques are made
out to Toys for Tots and every dime goes in. And it’s not just
about toys anymore, it’s more about educational supplies
for kids who really need them and shelters for battered
women.”
On Friday November 26th and Saturday the 27th
Mulligan’s will again host its Toys For Tots Event. It costs
$10 to get in, tickets should be purchased in advance
because the place will be sold out for the live bands on both
nights. On Friday, friends of the late Jeff Healey will be
playing their version of the Blues while Saturday hosts Disco
night with One Row Back playing unforgettable dance
anthems from the 70’s and 80’s.
In the meantime, friends, staff and local police are selling
Raffle tickets at 3 for $5. Companies like Sony, Molson’s and
Grafton Fraser are making contributions. A variety of small
businesses are again encouraged to contribute by key
supporters Derek Thomson and Dean Fox at IOP Graphics.
“Some people just drop off cheques for donations and we
pass them all along.” And Rick wants me to underline this,
“Don’t make them out to Mulligan’s - just Toys For Tots.”

At midnight Saturday night, after they’ve drawn all the door
prizes, called out the 50 -50 winner and the raffle winners
and tallied it all up, they’ll write this year’s big cheque for
around $50,000 and present it on behalf of the community.
Certainly in these hard times that money’s needed and it
feels good to participants to be a part of the giving. Rick
and his partner Karen get excited because it’s a tangible expression of their connection to their community. They’re for
Mississauga and especially the Homelands. At Mulligan’s
and as you know if you’ve eaten there, they deliver on their
promise of fresh homemade food done well. It can’t help
but be consistent after the same cook – Willy - has been
serving hungry customers here for over 40 years.
Regulars at Mulligan’s are on both sides of the bar and like
the song says, this really is a place where everybody knows
your name. After all these years of good food, music and
drink, Mulligan’s is also home to some very personal memories. One weekly customer leaned over during our conversation and offered her Mulligan’s story: her father in law
enjoyed eating here and appreciated the help he got with
the menu and the table service, he was old and losing some
abilities and they took care of him. When he and the family
knew this would be his last birthday party he insisted it be
held at Mulligan’s.
After he passed, she and her husband continued the weekly
visits in his memory and then when her husband died suddenly, she finds herself back at a side table from time to
time, careful where she sits lest the memories overwhelm.
It’s comforting though revisiting her neighbourhood’s pub.

GREEN PLANS

From Grenades to Grapes:
Sheridan Homelands Looks to Harvest Change
Community Orchard in planning stages for Sheridan Homelands
By James Scott Neil
Homelands resident and H.E.L.P! Program Educator
Archduke Franz Ferdinand assassinated! Nazis invade
Poland! Soviet nuclear warheads shipment halted en route
to Cuba! Every generation is defined by a war of global proportion. In my great-grandparent’s time, it was the start of
WWI. In my grandparent’s time, it was WWII; and in my parent’s time, it was the Cold War. Not only did these events
mark global, military crises, they were the tipping points that
finally compelled the world into action.
At first glance, it would appear that my generation has escaped such tragedy but closer examination proves otherwise.
Whom or what are we fighting? The enemy, victims and battlefields are harder to identify.
The BP oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico and toxic alumina
tragedy on the Danube in Hungary are just recent hallmarks of
our attack on nature. This time, we are both soldier and victim to our action and inaction on the war that is Climate
Change.
Many Sheridan Homelands residents have already taken up
the cause. Driving through our neighbourhoods on a Tuesday
morning we can see their call to action in the recycling boxes,
compost bins and leaf bags that have become the ‘arsenal’ of
Mother Earth.
While much of the world’s population remains unconscripted
to this war, there is more that we Sheridan Homelands residents can do to tip the scales and compel them to action.
For many, the problem seems too large and the solutions,
larger still. Nevertheless, it takes only one grain of sand to tip
that scale. As history has shown us, wars are won not as the
result of one large action; rather, by the ripple effect of many
small deeds that have slowly and steadfastly brought about
positive change. Therefore, I ask you, “What do grenades and
grapes have in common?”

10

YOUR VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION STANDING STRONG FOR OVER 30 YEARS • www.shora.ca

The students of Archbishop Romero’s Humanitarian Experiential Leadership Program (H.E.L.P!) know the answer to this
question. These soldiers of today’s war bare arms by rolling
up their sleeves and harvesting change... one seed at a time.
H.E.L.P. is an experiential leadership program open to senior
secondary students across the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District

School Board who are committed to righting social injustices and environmental degradation on local, national and
international scales.
Having recently installed Mississauga’s first community orchard in Parkway Green Park, H.E.L.P. Students are looking
to replicate their success right here in our own backyard.
Collaborating with local residents, commercial, educational
and government partners, H.E.L.P. Students aim to install a
community orchard along the recently paved laneway between Sheridan-Homelands and the Sheridan Science and
Technology Park.
H.E.L.P. Students complete orchard at Parkway Green
Park; 2010.
A community orchard provides a wealth of benefits. For residents, shade and a windbreak along the path with free,
fresh, local, organic, and sustainable produce available as
well as an opportunity to strengthen our community spirit
through planting and maintenance projects. For our students, the opportunity to lead and participate in urban agriculture, minimizing carbon footprints and environmental
science workshops for girl guides, boy scouts, elementary,
secondary and university students. For the broader community at large, participation in outreach initiatives that provide fresh food to local food banks; helping the 1 in 6 who
live below the poverty line.
To learn how you can support this call to action in your
own backyard, or to learn more about H.E.L.P! contact
Scott Neil at 416-557-8901 (james.neil@dpcdsb.org).

